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Economic Recovery — 
media hype or genuine article? 


E 


fhe mainstream теди and the poli 
caldi ate aiming hat Indi 
A прста 
favi and are wore about poplar 
“The ae айо desperate to pin a good 
story то salvage their electra fortune 
But behind the talk of ecoery Hes gross 
exaggeration and deeply cynical ie 
The diim shout recovery tron thee 
main elements а supposed growth in 
jabs in 2013; an incrcae in investment 
frio manipulation. 


Where are the jobs 
The government boasts that 60,000 jobs 
were added in 2013 and that unemploy 
ment levels are dropping. 

Ви even economists who accept this 
gure are puzzled: the numberof jobs 
are growing, they ask, why й there not 
an increase o total earnings? 

Total earnings actully fel last year and 
consumer demand declined slightly by 
1.1 percent. 

This pul’ is solved when we look a 
bi deeper behind the government spin 
and examine what is пау happening 

Labour Activation: The Labour 
Minister, Joan Burton, has organised а 
‘massive campaign to push people off v 
cine nea ho of fred labour 


flight of some major corporations to ‘re- 
speciable tax havens like Irland 

"The fiscal crisis of the US state has 
led to а new rhetoric against tax havens 
from the Obama administration and 
ironically this is benefiting Ireland in 
the short term. 

Many drug and IT companies are re- 
locating regional headquarters in Ireland 
to avoid taxes — while maintaining an 
aura of respectability 


The Dark Clouds 
Underlying the hype, there i a much 
Eurip ex bk 
ceils 

"Since the cry ste, he driver of he 
gen алаас sf 
manufacturing, Vet today his has entered 
a period of major decline. 

Today there are 245,000 people work 
ing in industry compared to 319,000 in 
2000. The main driver ofthis industrial 
base was US investment in computers 
pharmaceuticals and medical devices. 

‘Computer manufacturing has long 
since migrated elsewhere and now the 
pharmaceutical industry hax entered 
major difficulties, 

Companies like Pfizer make much of 
their prof from branded drugs that have 
a 20 year long patent which prevents 
Tiva making cheaper versione 

But many of these patents are now 
running ош and so the industry isin 
dedine 


an Alk 


There are currently 86,000 people on Wealthy individual who control capital investment that was occurring in 2007! Айт growing to €2bn in 2013, commercial ` With the decline of US investment 
these schemes and the Central Statio often go on an ‘investment strike’ when 1п addition, there are two unusual property investment ison coune to double in manufacturing, Irish capital i falling 
Offices counts them as employed their rates of profit decline. reasons why even this inve is in 2014 on the back ofa rub of supply back to an economic model that brings 


Yeton the Gateway scheme, forexam- — Afterthe Celtic Tiger crash investment picking up. coming tthe market from several sources. more misery and emigration. 
ple, people ate forced to work for just €1 in Ireland shrank from €48billion to a ° One inthe new property bubble that "The main reason for this is that for In the 1920s, when De Valera posed. 
extra an hour for 22 months mere €16 billion. This type of crash was As wcll as deliberate govern- cign capital is looking for quick and easy asa radical, he denounced Irelands status 
Farming 27,000 jobs were supposedly reminiscent of the 1930» ‘up a бома boom. investment жап ‘out garden ofthe British Empire 
create lst year in farming, But this is a The new claims about a recovery e and EU have cut interest ates supplying food to its industrial centre, 
statistical trick on evidence that investment has picked dramatically to stimulate th Yer a hundred years later, the longer. 


The Central Statistics Office previouly ор again. Here is Goodbody's salivating at the | mies and зо the rich ae Бото hopes of Irish capitalism are once 
underestimated the numbers and did an And, indeed, there was an increase prospect: scouring the worlds property markets again being founded on a food industry 


adjustment last year = as it grew to £17. 2 billion. fora fast buck dominated by big amens and a tourist and 
There has been a tise in incomes among But this is sill less than half the level of property is nothing short af phenomenal. ° The other reason has to do with the hospitality sector that grows alongside it 
bigger beef and dairy farmers = Fine Gaels 1а addition, the Irish clite continue. 


rural buc- but И har no translated ino 
that many job 

‘Growth on poverty wages: One of 
she sectors which har actly grown is 
кошип mainly became of sing vende 
de ta climate change 

The official gu 
from agriculture - he biggest are of ете 
Роуен growth sin hospi 

Yt his alo the vector where wages 
fell faster than elsewhere, à 

Абага six year long recession there 
har been a iml ow in employment. 
buat the real rion for the ll nner 
ployment figurer и actualy emigration 

[Alongside Spin. rand has che high 
БОР Шш 
15 countries. 

Even stockbroker. economists 
CGoodbedy/ noted that ‘Somewhat sur. 
pring employment far he 20-M year 
Sid bor has toe ee ay resovery and. 
Bas allen 0.386. Q2 201. Tho Бева 
Беовоза they non de planes 
to Ausra and Canada. 


‘With the exception of a small num. 
vices wil onthe раро t larg 


nga 


how that - aide. 


‘Where is the investment? 
The main mover of economic activity is 
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European Election Special 


Vote No. 


BRID 


MITH 


For Europe 


v/ Cancel the Debt 
V Oppose Water Charges 
€ Cuts in Public Services 


+ Facebook @ ў Brid for Europe 


rid Smith is People Before Profits 
candidate for Europe in the Dub- 
lin constituency. If elected, she 


stand up to the EU bureaucracy and 
Fight for the following policies: 
No Water Charges: ‘The EU has ordered the 


Trish government to impose water charges of 


and hospital 


about 300 a year. Bríd Smith is totally opposed 


to these charges. Instead of wasting money on 


meten, we should be investing in the water infra 


structure to reduce waste. A vote for Brid Smith debe. 
ina vote for outright resistance to the water taxes 
Defend Public Services, Stop Privatisation: 
The EU bureaucracy pushes privatisation and 
wants to cut back on public spending. The gov 


A Message From Brid 
Smith — The Workers’ 
Candidate. 


"Sometimes EU directives 
cin be used to improve. 
workers con 

But, invariably, 


BRED Smith is nota typical polt 
Чап; She does not lie or make abe 
promises to get clected like Fine 
Gael, Fianna Fail and Labour до. 

Bri вап activist in the Unite 


ment tries to weaken rade union and works as a tutor 
{hese mild measures training shop stewards to repre 

T shall highlight eve tent worker She hus devote her 
сууын оаа 
to help workers and fight worker ight womens rights and 
for them to be made the rights of all the people а 


I law But will leo 
Highlight EU attacks on 
workers ight 

"he EU has recently 
eril a omina wnt 
Inet cos ease which 
sedia t iat wage ri 
nera thes par period. 


the elites and the 19% super 

‘Teese fie gh peus 
of her iecur 

1981: elected to the National 
Comite ofthe Hunger Strike 
рр long with han Eke 
Bernadette Devlin, fighting fr 
political ишш for Bobby Sand 
Ind ha comes 

1983 fine male shop steward 


is trying to lock strong 
health and safety measares 
tinder the guine of 

removing ‘ted tape’. As 

an MEP I shal act as a 
Watchdog for workers 
Tights, 


EU salary but only the 
average workers wage 
and will donate the rest to 
political campaigning for 
‘working people.” 


Bernadette McAliskey “People 
Before Prot are a cus campaign 


record of hiking up gas prices 
Ве Smith says tax the rich to fn 


Cancel the National Debt 
tral Bank and their Irish li 


sible for the private gambling debes 


A Dublin Living Wage: Workers have exp 
th elk 


of economic recovery. we necd to pres chi 


enced six years of pay cuts and freezes. W 


emment has already sold off 
parts of Bond Gals to а British company with a 
x раба 


our scho 


A vote for Brid Smith isa signal chat the Irish 
people want to unilaterally cancel EU imposed 


a living wage. Renc, property taxes and the cost 


Brid Smith's record 


in Dublin Bus and Dublîn Branch 
secretary ofthe National Bus and 


Railworkers Union. 
1984-87 
pickets and collections f 


Duanes Stores strikers against 


Apartheid 


What they say about Brid Smith 


Вий Smith is a class candid 
She is noe seeking tobe 
ares politician. 


Phe ey iles ding you 
doo ct hang 


for Bid Smith. Ie would be ven 


bankers 


organised solidarity 
the 


/ For Real Jobs 


+ Twitter |] @bridsmith 


of living in Dublin a in dacwhere 


wages should reflect his. We need а Dublin liv 


llowance. We need strong unions that fight 


Real Jobs, Not Forced labour schem 


EU prom. 


the 


s ‘labour activation’ measures and 


werment has introduced schemes 


the Tesh 
like Gateway which makes people work for 


ths for just €1 an hour. These schemes are 


jobs. Brid Smith says 


icing veal public sec 
we need а major public works programme in- 
‘imate jobs to counter global warming 


No to Racism: The right and their friends in the 
media чу 


o scapegoat migrant workers. They 


want us to turn on each other rather than fight 


1984-5: supported campaign 2005-8: work 
Ske which 
nds of pound 
1990; worked with Gateaux 
Bakery strikers who occupied 
the bakery against job losses for 
1992 played a key role in the 
the X Cas and al the prote of 
the pro-choice campaign 
Early 2000s: played leading 
role in the AntiBin Tax cam 
рл and built mass campaign 
fn llytermoe/InchicoreJaled in 
Mountjoy song wih other acs 
003: yr alongside Richard 
Bord Barer inthe ih 
cot which orga 
St ant war protests in history. 


BallyfermovDrim 
City Council. 5) 
many local and п 
works closely wit 


poses austerity an 
2011 


Charge and the 


demon: 


Mos 


Dublin Branch. 


berter if you could get involved 
ing the аста 


s the Dai, hen vote 
Richard Boyd Barrett TD: Profit. Ifyou ar fs 
‘We need to build national 
— M" 
parties Our organisation, People 
pred 
Ва Smith has played а central 
role in this уоп рес withthe 


Nal 


the log peopl in Mayo i the 


2009: elected to represent 


Community and consistently op. 


15: payed leading role in 
Campaigns against the Houscold 


addressing meetings all over the 
Country and chairing some of 
the Campaigns lagos rallies and 


"Brdis proud member of 
the Union and an activist 


policies 1 have been advocating in 


betrayal of the Labour ary 
want a new voice for wor 


ing people then vote Bed Smith 


Jimmy Kelly, Irish Regional 
‘Secretary Unite the Union: Lam 


& Social Housing 
v/ Defend Workers’ Rights 
UV People Power to Resist Austerity 


+ www.bridsmith.net 


the wealthy elite who caused the economic ай 
sis. Brid Smith stands for full rights for migrant 
workers and the proper treatment of asylum 
miens 

Equality forall: tid Smith support ab 


rights for Irish women. She is against sexism and 


homophobia and supports 
LBBT p 

Real Democracy, E 
lobbyists: There are 
№ 


agr equality for 


the rule of the corporate 
5,000 lobbyist in Brussels 
pend €1 billion а year their 
şe interests, If elected, ВНА Smith will shine 


alight on their activities and seck to drive them 
out. She will fight fora democratic Europe that is 
built on solidarity 


ced closely with 


ca campaign. 


sgh on Dublin 
he is voc 
national 
h the Traveller 


ıd cutbacks 


Property Tex, "This outstanding record shows 
chat Brid Smith not only elke 
the tll bur walks the walk. Her 
lice principles and experience 
fake her the еш candidat to 
defend the interests of ordinary 
people again the Eurocatand 
the Tole 


proud to support Brid Smith in 
her campaign to represent Dublin 
in the European Parlament Вай 
has a tack record of social and 
political activism second to none. 
This year lets make our vote 
count by voting for someone who 
vil make the vices of working 
people heard.” 


People Before 
dup with the 


4 secant emer 


In the Spotlight 


The People Before Profit Alliance will be standing 43 candidates in the up-coming local elections. 
This makes PBPA one of the largest left-wing organisations in the country. 
The PBPA also has the highest percentage of female candidates with 17 or 4096. 

Here we interview a number of our activists hoping to make the breakthrough in May. 


you have made the 
to go with PBPA after in 
depth. pelis eee 
around you. These people are 
obviously very important to you so 
perhaps you could start by tell 
pier ati 

PBPA banner? 


Jt was only in the last few years that 1 
became politically aware, through things 
like the Household Tax and the local 
Anti-Property Tax campaign. 

The more active I became, the more 
1 realised that people have to stand up. 
for what they believe in society. 

‘Overtime, more and more people 
asked me to run in the elections, bot 
they wanted me ә stand as an independ 
ent. People ate rightly sick of political 
parties and lots of them thought that 
we should go it alone as а principled 
voice for ordinary people. 

‘Others in the campaign, myself in- 
cluded, worried that an independent is 
Just that ~ someone with no real net- 
work of support behind them and nor. 
really answerable to anyone- not even 
the people who elected them. 

PBPA convinced me that there isa 
middle ground, 

‘On the one hand there are strong 
principles that everyone can fight for, 
but this is matched with а lot of local 
democracy. 

PBPA promised me that the local 
campaign would be making the decisions 
and they have proven true ro their word. 

Today a lot of people have actually 


come up to me saying how happy they 
are that we decided to go with PBPA. 
They understand itis a grassroots 
bottom up organisation and so long 
as they fel like they have the power, 
there is a nice balance of local input 
and national support 
BPA ticked all the boxes 1 needed 
tw be ticked - no party whip: getting 
your community involved and helping 
people to help themselves 
Question – You mentioned the 
Campaign Against Household and 
Witter Taxes (CAHWT) as your 
political starting point. Donegal 
Бай one of the best campaigns in the 
‘entire country: do you think this will 
be a major factor in the up-coming 
electioni? 
Absolutely Although the CAHWT was 
defeated, it makes sense for those who 
fought against the tax to challenge those 
political parties who want to uphold 
Teople have become sgh palit 
and they are beginning to know whose 
side a lot of these politicians are o 
After all, why should the Donegal. 
campaign, which has done so much to 
resist household charges and austerity 
sand aide and give a free n to the likes 
of Fianna Fail, Fine Gael and Labour. 
‘Over the last three years 1 think we 
have shown that the people in 
are not yes men’ and if elected on 23 


May I will have the interests of these 
people at heat. 
РВРА will continue to uphold the 


principles that stated the campaign. We 


will not vote fora budget that will bring, 
cuts to Donegal even if that means giv- 
ing up ош scat 
The people here have suffered massive 
cuts over the years and it has t 
Although 
sion-making powers, 


жеше, we will not stand over another 


austerity budget in Donegal County 
Council 

Question — What vision for your 
esa communtiy de you have nd. 
ow does this fit into the national 
agenda of PBPA? 


Well in lots of ways the local is the 


national at a smaller scale 
“Take the issue of childcare 
Children with disabilities and/or 
special educational requirements across 
Ireland face а huge challenge in avail- 
ing of a preschool education which is 
tailored to suit their individual needs 
Tivo of Donegal specialist preschools 
for children with disabilities have been 
closed and the last remaining special 
ist preschool in Letterkenny faces an 
uncertain future beyond 2015, 
Mainstream preschools do not have 
the resources or specialist capacity at 
present to provide an equal learning ex- 
perience for children with special need 
‘We need to retain at least one specal- 
ist preschool for children with complex. 
disabilities in Donegal, but thi 
true throughout the country 
No one area has been singled out for 
special attention 
Throughout the country people are. 
suffering and so whatever affects people 


at local level is bound to be affecting 
‘others right actos the county 
PBPA wants to joins all of the dots 
and we in the Donegal camp 
happy to play our part in that, As the 
saying goes, peoples needs before bank- 
e greed. 
W Joc Murphy is standing in the 
о укш т з 
be reached at 086 8480254 or at 
osamhmnuirchuezgmuil.com. You can 
also follow him @ Joseph J Murphy 
and/or People Before Profit Donegal 
‘on Facebook, 


‘Tina MacVeigh 


Question Tia ou are 
барген member о 

People Before Profit А 8 
what initially drew you into the 
organisation? 


Answer =1 have been an active member 
ofthe PBPA since 2007. 1 work in com: 
munity education and over the years, 
despite many hours spent volunteering. 
in homeless cha 

that poverty isa consequence of the type 
of social, political and economic sytem 
we have created and not automatically 
the fault of the individual. 

If we really want to create а society 
where people are treated with dignity 
and respect, where our human and 
social needs are valued and where all 
of us ate treated as equal in integrated 
communities, then we need to funds- 
mentally change the social, economic 
and political culture that we have come 
to accept without question. 

"This was why, when 1 first came 
across People Before Profi at an anti- 
war demonstration thought to myself, 
what a great name! 

People's needs have to come first and 
not those of the so-called free market. 

Име put humans and their humanity 
atthe centre of the circle, chen everything 
follows from this. 

People Before Profit were the ones 
on the ground building campaigns with 
people in communities and creating a 
radical and principled grassroots move 
ment of resistance. 


„1 came to realise 


So 1 joined the organisation and 1 
have never looked back. 

Since Jouning I have been involved in 

w for public transport, 
special education supports, home help 
services, unc our forest ant-acim and 
integration to tame but a few. 

Most recently I have been heavily 
involved in the Campaign Against 
Home and Water Taxes and am now 
involved in a campaign that is against 
the privatisation of water. 

PBPA is calling for an alternative 
model of public ownership that focuses 
‘on conservation and the provision of a 
safe, sustainable and effective water dis- 
tribution system hat is publicly owned. 
Question = Your experiences in 
пр 
standing to you, but what, 
rad ay ere be ley themed 
concerns/worries of people that you 
are meeting on the campaign trail? 


Answer-Ieisa privilege to have the 
opportunity to talk to so many people 
while ош canvassing. And it із amaz- 
ing the amount of ime people take to 
talk to us 

Having said that, it is also dificule. 
to bear the hard stories of austerity and 
disillusion - people with disabilities fac- 
ing reposesion; working mothers who 
can’ afford to feed their children: long- 
term unemployed men who describe 
themselves as broken; pensioners who 
have to sell off the homes they have 
lived in all their lives as things like the 


property tax have pushed them into 
poverty. 

would sty people arc at once angry, 
very angry betrayed by Labour and dis 
lusioned with politics. 

Bor you da get the sense that we are 


giving people abit of hope when we tall 
to thm about what People Before profit 
stands for People expect corruption, aus- 
teri; сопум from peliticans now and 
we have to react people's expectations 
by bringing integrity, accountability 


inclusion, democracy and resistance 
into local and national politics 
Question = Each of these issues are 
integral to the PBPA зо perbaj 

ie a fal H estin oa seat 
the vision you have for your local 
тене иен рй нун 
May? 

Answer = Above all else, 1am commit- 
ted to a local democracy that benefits 
communities, not elites 


My vision for the arca 1 live, work 
and am politically active in, is one where 
those who want to be involved in their 
local democracies, can be. 

This means that the structures and 
resources of the Council will have to be 
use in the best interest of communities. 

"To get this we will have to make a 
stare at facilitating participation in the 
work of the council and make the work 
of council real by connecting it to the 
issues in peoples lives. 

If policies are negatively affecting 
people, then we will have to continue 
to campaign with those affected out on 
the streets. People Before Profit believe 
that it is by people working together 
to address the issues thar affect their 
lives and their communities that we 
will bring about real change. 

This is what 1 also believe in. 

Tina is standing in the Crumlin/. 
Kimmage Ward. She can be reached 
@ Tina tinymvey SER and on 
Facebook @ Tina 


A Life in Activism - 


Deirdre Wadding 


P ЖЧ, 


sation - Deirdre you are one af. 
17 метен running Jor PBPA in the 
upcoming elections. Would tt be fate 
th oy thet you йомеш tend on 
the bests of your experience іа the 
сант? 


frm Westmeath who was рдей or iue. 
ing to allow he ESB to ct down 12000 
on her шой in order o Беине a 
Pron link up 
Alter Teens иссе 
Mount andthe abaequent losing of 


involvement in collection of the local 
property tax weakened CAHWT great 
When I was approached to run foe PB 
1 was inet a and unsure whether 
it would compromise 
Flowesrhar La 
all the pressure th 


al eleme fro 


барис 
chance 


Actually Гуе been very political all of my Фе support camp. the houschold charges becaue I really believe in the integrity of 
life, Тус never been one of those people resistance was kicking of PBP and its commitment to stand with 
who say Tin not political; as1 believe the Tent toa mec he people in our fight to obtain justice 


business of life itself is political, 

The very at of questioning the status 
quo, of daring to be diferent, of speaking 
out for what we believe їп and against 


600 people and 
king tas igh 

ight and gave тү 
fred ant din no 


a political act. Ы 


he people 


Queen - I 
orate 


am extremely 
fctivity so why did 


relate lle rights, being you eventually choose to join up with into the chamber 
cd for a while in the Education the PBPA? The stories of misery and struggle on 

committee at Ранке Point and serving as 

‘Chairperson ofthe Awocition of Teachers Throughout all of my activin 

of Travelling People ile 1 never wished oc felt the 


In addition, Iwas a member of the 
Inner City Teachers Group which was 
ча) atv in campining fr beer 
provisions for disadvantaged schools in 
the Inner City area of Dublin 

alio took part in many protests and 
actions over thar time (including the in- 
famous Poll Tax march) both here and in 

idon where 1 served as NUT rep. for. 
the school 1 worked in. 

Tierded into Family ifein'93 and made 
the decision to bea stay at home mother 
which їп no way conflicted for me with 


need to join a political party 
Particularly during che pe 
riod of activity with CAHWT. 
Twas very committe to b 
поп-рапу, as my p 


and Га motio 
sted for it 
As ime we 


on, altho 


There apes oral deed 
атта 
the micron or poly 

swith BE 
piscis 
dechion fr CARTWT to 


omens refuge in 
s Aid raining, 
cours and organising Arts fundraisers for 
the refuge campaign 

1 got iavalved with the campaign to 


as that decision plas Re 


m валар, 


A TS 
Ke 3 Wd 


Abie cat writing n wet coment эин e Mtr cing ti туни. No mtr 
tall i! The workers were grand lads and tod back we 1 wrote it 

ad eid they thought Tas dead righe) Dende 

the doorsteps cannot be overstated, small scale local fisheries have no chance 

have heard struggling lone parente so of competing with the big players on 

far all mothen. cder people sth pint factory ships 

fecarsteling m heir phone I would also like to push to have 

Bills have increased, the low of medical something done about a medical waste 

ands by hose who really ne them indud. dump that should never have been given 


ingmyown bcr anda woman in Waser! planning permiaion 

The curent Green Party councillor 
lises in the Биле affected and hasbeen 
working hand on the su 

has pledged nox to play party poi 
on any such aue affecting health and 
wellbeing and would happily support 
any action to solve the te. о 

T will encourage and stand with all 
those fighting и 
reinstated 

T would als ike to think that could. 
pull some of the other councillors a i 
He further tothe left Tam part of the 
nnd emergency council and therefore hopefully put for. 


town who i undergoing cancer treatment 


Over and ever people say how worried 


he water charges coming 
in, they just have no more to give 
j hc old people in particular break ту 
One elderly frail birdlike wisp of a 
woman said to me 1 have nothing left 
ош of my pension! pay everything and 
theres nothing le 
She doesnt know how shell pay for 
water and she cant let the landline go 
because like many ol 
a landline for her ala 


ve medical cards 


pendant ward more people centred motions such 
‘We have ako found many members of эз calling for a differential rates system, 
the immigrant community do not realise а halt and reversal of any privatisation 


ЕРЕ 
аа 


nal 
ugh 
on loa busineer not to operate the 
JobBridge scheme. if 
On Mayday we have а People's 
Assembly and celebration atthe Lockout 
Memorial gate in the heart of Wexford 
town and that и where 1 will invite the 
If elected, 1 want the people of people of Wexford to have thir му and 
Жобо to know that there is fo tell me what it is they want 
someone who will stand with happen in our town and district 
them and put their intrest Вв Luckily, s0 far we have been geting a 
To do his pledge to ac reponse on the doorsteps. 
seek in every way possible 10 ` Onc of the most chien repeated ines 
address their I have been is ‘as long as youre not Labour! When 
ising же explain our policies and what ici 
ple of mondi. we stand for, а huge majority of those 
‘Some ofthis can bedonein canvassed sy they will give ша vote. 
the chamber Hopefully hey wil but ts lao i 
However m portant for people to know that PBT i 
Деак to making peoples lives beter 
with them in the ead. 
Council seats ме important, but so 


vices and to put pressure 
uncil and active protests 


Question - Finally Deirdre how do 
you see PHA developing in your area 
‘ver the coming months and years? 


Чу very post 


bout over the last cou 


uch of it will 
the streets 


require activity o 
and communities, 
For example, I would like to 


ваа prove of ihe fishing com. too is the direct participatory forms of 
ganîsed on а national democracy that 1 have engaged in all 
of my li 
he way. supported by W Deirdre is standing in Wexford to get 
These fishing communities a seat in the Wexford Co. Council. Sl 


have been decimated by suc 
cessive government polices as 


сап be reached on Facchook @ www. 
facebook com/deindrewaddingpbpawx. 


б secat wen, 


On the campaign trail 


Brian Finucane in Listowel Co Kerry. 


Question - Ok Brian, perhaps you 
could start by telling ts what rat 
attracted you to the PBP Alliance? 


WELL for me ics actually quite simple 
PBPA stands as a real alternative for 
those of us who want change a chance 
for real people power. 

1 was sick of being promised demo- 
cratic change by political gangsters, who 
only want an easy number. 

Because of these experiences, when 
1 was fin introduced to PBPA 1 was 
sceptical, thinking here we go again, 
false promises and more ofthe same. 

Bur as 1 began to sce the people 
involved and the same questions and 
worries coming to the forefront of their 
political meetings (questions tha have 
crossed my mind many times), 1 began 
to realise that these people think the 

The only way to make a better world 
isto fight for it 

The only way to win this world is to 
build a movement from the grassroots 
upwards 

The bigger partes have moncy and 
influence 

‘We have to fight with the strengths 
that we have and that is the power of _ All ofthis became very practical very | organisation — they never leave anybody 
ordinary people. quickly. PBPA is abo a very inclusive out. 


Since 1 joined during the campaign 
against household and water taxes 1 
have never looked back. 1 have found 
my calling in political life and its the 
Teople Before Profi Alliance. I never 
leave home without it now! 
Question- Of all the 
ара 
‘succesful at generating local media 
жере hepa lpi 
то make such a splash? 


My constiuency is absolutely massive 
so 1 had v think strategically, Luckily, 
Thave quite à good relationship with 
the media in Kerry 

This actually began with some impe 
advice got from а friend. Бим, con 
тәсе the local media and introduced 
myself the news porter for my aca. 

Then 1 invited him out for a coffee 
(ery to get a day when they are not so 
‘buy in order to get ther fll attention). 
On the day 1 brought information of 
myself with a photo (the vanity ofi ай). 

However, this is now used regularly 
forthe numerous pieces Ihave managed 
to get into the papers. 

Over the ast few weeks I have had 
the front page of the Kerryman (over 
flooding in my area), э spread in the 
Sanday World ad an article in the Kerr 


Be 

once the ball 
get rolling it gets easier to get their at- 
tention, bur iT was to give any advice 
would say to 
with a reporter if posible and sce if 
there is something you both may have 
in common, remember reporters often 
have egos and that can work to your 
advantage 

1 was lucky that hit it off with two 
reporters but 1 also make sure to read 
the papers and keep my nose to the 
ground in order to chase up things they 
‘might find interesting 

The suc of local post offices is obvi- 
ously important in rural areas and by 
highlighting the lack of support being 
given by elected representatives 1 think 
Таиса real cord in the community. 

alo try to write the pieces as well 
as posible, Remember there have been 
cut backs in the papers too so they are 
often looking for a story 

One last thing i important. 1 only 
have one rule which isto never speak 
about anything dat dont want printed. 
‘This might seem obvious but once youve 
said something there is no going back 
оп it Afterall the media is the media 
and there job is to tll stories 


Seamus O’ Boyle in Sligo 


Before Profit is the way that it is bot 
read of being 


partic in Ireland we 
a group for 15 wecks and 
Чеге и рев ac and good mind 
that ll have the one thing in common, 
chic td omelves ofthe comp 
Ноа end crooked open and place. 
wich a peoples Секен. 
Question - You mention the 
кати, fetu you ge about 
campaigning? 
———— 1 
the people we cogage with that he 
loca اسا اام‎ opan- 

Fianna Gal and especially 
"The Labour Parry oop ably ta 
meet day-to-day bland expense ha 
фея dimane 

Тю ae thc name everywhere but 
for he people ia lio, sca tans 
stoopid incense Hn бера vir 


charges, and property taxes have been 
hard to take. 

Lots of people abo mention things 
like сиз to their schools, their health 
чуко. ther social welfare payment et. 

Finally cuts to schemes run by the 
Community Welfare Officers that used. 
тә рчс help with emergencies ike S.B 

Forninure, Bed Clothes needs, are 
hurting people, Many families 
tellus they simply have no money let 
at the end of the month, 

Question- Clearly there is a lot 
1o do, vo ins bow do 
you see the P and 


Te Si Afer coming 


In essence, 1 see a vision of a commu- 
nity where people take more control of 
decisions that are made on their behalf 

More than that, I believe that all 
decisions should be transparent and 
above board. 

Teople before Profit are based on these 
principles as have already mentioned, 


which is one of the reasons 1 actually 
Joined them. 

1 fec that unless you have proper 
gras root involvement, eventually the 
people you represent will lose the trus 
that is needed in а healthy democracy 

Instead of what has happened now 
and in the past, where elected politi 
cians only meet withthe elite groups 
in Ireland, the rich and the powerful, 
we want real genuine participatory 
democracy. 

“This will hopefully get rid of one 
of the most corrupt зумет in all of 
Europe. 

The People Before Profits way of tk- 


make sure that it doesnt end up 
in the hands of a small elite. 

Teople before Profi dont have all the 
answers but we are starting то build a 
proper working class movement and 
winning a scat in the local elections 
would be а start to а whole new way 
of doing politics in our great country. 


» 
estion- Althous have been Че who caused the crash have shifted [] 
Ошу ۸ Ir) 
вав ар The people who get rich off this system. 

pea on you decided caused the crash and then made sure 
epee Prey реттер Шош ni 
perpeti уге a comely 
doing so? and the effects on the unemployed. the 
AS you ыр. Thane been atin mya te dang he 


local comms for over 30 yc e 

Tn that time Бане been involved iil ane еса my community 
in various campaigns from шшез like, fin hrc by the иу Policies of 
five Nicky Kelly supporting the Hung js Rl the Labour Party 1 decided 
Sikes, fighting for our Cancer Services r someone had to do something and 


supporting treatment of Victims of Stare {pat someon had to de somerhing aod 
Childrens Home - right the way through e igurchead in the local elections. 
Uu dt wing movements EE iUd Le vaa 

ting for Freedom in El Salvador, qar all groups came under ro fight the 


Nisa Chile че Fic Since then, lane coded 
Over the last 5-6 years most of my елтыр by Richand Boyd Bane andl 
‘campaigning has been against the on qaç impressed with the way the mect- 
going austery. ings were run and with what he and 

1 thought things were Бәй before, шр чыл азау. thane bees need 
bur the ише of this country since 2008 Siena haa to say. 11 


a етте. Whar attracts me most to People 


“What annoys me most is that the 


Seciait Worker 7 


No Recovery for the Poor 


Brad Walle Ss ev тю 


THE latest figures from the Central Arey 
Statistics Office have shown that more 2 
shan 750,000 people are living in poverty 
in Irland, а grim and terrifying statistic 
when yonundcntand atit to indudes 
220,000 children and 68.000 pensioners 

“This i a ишу dingracful monument 
to the Labour Party in Government. 
Socii budget cuts begun under Fanaa 
Fail and continued under Fine Gael and 
Labour, have devastated the lives of ens 
of thousands 

This also reveals that the number of 

сор living in consistent poverty hax 

Jed since the crash bean in 2008 
The numbers experiencing two or more 
forms of enforced deprivation has almost 
trebled o 28% of he population between 
2008-12. 


richest 20 and poor 20% with the 
font ofthe cenae cs Маре ot 
the back of worker and бе unemploped 
by ende сша and a ike 

Consistent poverty was highest amon 
(essa ined quei 
taped by the goverment and Dent 
Оез ewe жей: he unemployed 
(192 per сет}: people unable to work 
due to ncn or ili (176 per ce 
ind one-paren families, 

Ta ралбай, lone parent households 
with Ма under 8 experienced the 
йог coe gore cin 
217% whl Jon Burton was аша 
the One Parent Family Allowance and 
шй the pla ий] rer 


Responding io thee damning CSO capped the rent allowance that created local and European decine With disposable income having now We need to smash the parties who 
finding, the Miner for Socal Pectin? anmmancheofhomdemnemanddegai tn realy they ме joined a the hip collapsed by over €3,000 per household, support hete water charges nd austerity 
hailed he айка Inperance of e юа ioe thousand of fai and fly commited to pressing ahesd the lnc thing people need isto be oed bulge in the dios and then ld 
welfare safety net in protecting people wrth another €2 billion in savage budget to pay 250. сы fora повик мє need campaign of тайнам to take the mae 
jeg mesh Further mise Жазайын. Менен» биий ире За eos ea i hk laris risas leases Ue е 
Howerer there was молу lence from On top ofall this, the Fine Gael/Labour iotrodacewaerchangeno line the d the outright privatisation of water the major demonstration when ths р: 
her Deparment on he ne mportthow- goverment has anounced pla o impose. of he ртк by tring dawn he n a certainty rent сера back to Dal Ean on 
ing half of people ving in Below average further mincry in the suum fightin proce commodi Why should we fer any mor forthe September 2th. 

priate ented accommodation 4¢ uk of Enda Kenty and his Laboor Pay al. super rch hende бес blow) gime elihe ih whieh walk wey Sere pnp ian 
poverty: This is ure almost certain lies play gamer ia public and pretend to” Labour will ак upa pretence ofoppai-. scot rec fom the cut courthouses and _new-povery-gier<tpow about pump 
fo hane worsened since Burton cut and digne wit each other ahead of the ton Бот Мут ovr and play dead. the carnage theyre таро for? complcte-lucfuhut Jslo2yR dp 


Water charges - Elites on the gravy train 


Kun Allen On the Gravy Train 
n Irish Winer has created a massive gravy train. | | 
FROM Оаа 2014 ou йер fe rc Us ea as pem 
уан ipo моли 
a косты: 
зе Ru dome egi siteserv joke rey Meme Dublin Cay 
Fratrem min gee min pa 
‘counties in the 1990s bur it has fallen into. سم‎ which may never see the light of day. €0 
disrepute. The results that more sophisticated million of that тоосу went to RPS for car. 


methods of hollovingour the public sector declared purpose is to increaue this peivate Ying out propaganda and gaining support 
Hivecmerged lsh Water asa lbi Utlty secorimwibement e will do this through through stakeholder consultation Despite 
modis one отет. Here is how i works: ‘Service Level Agreements and бле ош this waste, Tierney lande a €200,000 2 
“Allthessesofdadshlauorties sourcing Bill payment to linh Wace has year job at Ish water 

have ben transferred to rsh Water which already been ounourced t0 che nor-unioa Сету Grant The forme bos of RPS, 


at present functions a division of Bord fum. Abram whe had worked only with Try has 
Gals These ase are wed as сока and become оос of the top managers of ich 
ibe company greci араз marke of Denis О? Brien wins agai Wace 

фес ой. Capra markets acco words Siemens feed to exer the wake country Tweaty Nine Басай All cara over 
for ge corporations and ich people who for Ish Water at соп thar would ber 6100000 in rah water 

provide money fora cit ofthe profi.” ceuped inthe lng term. But Phil Hogan, ^ Үөр шылто named but got €200 
"These wealthy investors get a share of the former fund тийет for the Fine Gael for conducting an hour long laughing 
the commercial pots of eth water but party sal No. Instead one ofthe major wellacw class for lish Water Staff 

they сап alo avoid public hatred арылы Contacts 1o Be meters went to a company TBM: This gigantic US anunion rm 
privatisation by sheitering under a pubic owned by Denis OBrien gx € milioni coasukaocy contracts. 
tally model Та (he amie man Whom a High Court "Accenture Got €17 million for sock 
When prof become the ley diver, sh Judge, aimed, boyondalldodbé had been cms as gudingpeincpk and programme 
Water wil пу tesquecre ar much fom gia ubstantveiflrmation by another management which apparently clade 


cole as they can. They have already se. Ботка Бас Gal апда Michal Lowry, sing withthe ovement 
Баа Фарас аараан аай ia ` Eg санаар И 


iFpeople пап ings wat таер кодик зулаа af ca Aagle kik атанъ лая 
аза звана паана "Just bore twos announced nt ord they got CL million frm Lh Wi 

heavily рдай though he wif ube Cairo be runing i meson of Before Proftisan ача charges party More recently, mass protests stopped the 
рш битер. These schemes mean Вас ан recs bought Scere Haw to defeat these charges that wil use аЙ сае postions won t selka of Cale 

that pae companies ge в тип services fue € min —centhnophanethercon- Make the local aad Earockctionron May foment тышке and ceil абака The people of Baia have shown how 
ои а hre ban pl pay анаа ББ Атаа ЛЗ lati а kiye tm tien cbe Герар 
аст лао нр f hey ом оран haka оен gl ga a i a ge het 
thon de ima me curd Ec M Iu e р А 


there are 66 PPPs in oper ТЬе loandbchol Sexerveaka irra People Before Profit Alliance is a vote for stopped an Irish government building 2. The frst major protest will be on 20 
tion inthe [sh water service, Ish Waters won а contract to install meters: active resistance to these charges People nuclear power station at Camsore Point. September. 


Socialist Worker. 


Socialist [7Worker 
Beyond Orange and Green - Time for Change 


Vote No. One 
GERRY 


while staying infuriat Casement issue has been palpable, There 
< problem with congestion in 


ies irr 
inthe chert height of 
ition should 


Vote PBP li 
Gerry Carroll Mieten ыт recie beamed Cainer pore 
May 22nd d orate agenda. The Сак * rwn ep erts ; 


in May Ha candidcy w Safe s о light. To ad imul of privatisation, They tll us we have to 
затий to the p К me paved [ p „dup with curs and here ls no oth 
mne ara p" Ё м out in the council election in Black 
Geny campa sad "heir ә ings ea 

алк weeks nacoasttueney where People cians and " , = don highlighting the arbtaryimacof dogs Wecan cet fighting and principled ca 
Before Profi have earned а epu ° Aus н рекетке 
анан opponents privatis 
Sinks: Rey i Es has 

mal r 

ты have become arrol on May 22 i 

incl plano private kine cem р х ad ate ing рор а чө 

and an ongoing dispute over the redevelop Я 1 GAAS кай ушне. The anger o the ders around the орі before profit Ui jour vo v 


Ist 


БИШЕ |~ · — CARROLL] 


